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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98 

Applicants are submitting this Information Disclosure 
Statement pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98 to 
disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office the patents, 
publications, applications, and/or other references listed on 
the enclosed, completed PTO-1449 form(s) . The filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made or as an admission 
that the listed references are prior art for this application. 
Applicants respectfully request that the listed references be 
expressly considered during prosecution of the application, and 
that the references be made of record therein and appear among 
the "references cited" on any patents issuing therefrom. 

CONTENT OF DISCLOSURE 

This Information Disclosure Statement includes (1) 1 page 
of a PTO-1449 form, and (2) a legible copy of each foreign and 
non-patent reference, if any, listed on the form. However, 
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because this application was filed on or after July 1, 2003, no 
copies of U.S. patents or published U.S. patent applications are 
included . 

FOREIGN-LANGUAGE REFERENCES 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each listed 
reference not in the English language follows: 

Japanese Patent No. 2002364337: This patent purports to 
disclose to provide an exhaust emission control device capable 
of improving a flow of exhaust gas in a flow passage switching 
valve, and drastically reducing pressure loss. 

Each communication port 17, 18 opening to both right and 
left sides of a flow passage switching portion of a main pipe 13 
rs directed in the axial direction (a right and left direction 
in Fig. 1) of the main pipe 13, and expanded so as to be larger 
than the inner diameter d of communication pipe 11, 12 and not 
more than 1.5 times the inner diameter D of the main pipe 13. 
Therefore, when exhaust gas 2 returning through a particulate 
filter turns back in a flow passage switching valve 10, the 
minimum flow passage cross section restricted between a rearmost 
portion of the communication port 17 and a valve element 19 of 
the flow passage switching valve 10, is more expanded than 
before so that a backward turning flow of the exhaust gas 2 is 
improved to drastically reduce the pressure loss. 

TIMING OF DISCLOSURE / FEE INFORMATION 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed, to 
the best of the undersigned's knowledge, either (1) before the 
mailing of a first Office action on the merits, or (2) before 
the mailing of a first Of f ice ^action after the filing of a 
request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. 
Moreover, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), the 
undersigned states that each item of information contained in 
this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
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communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. Therefore, in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(b)(3), (b)(4), or (c)(1), no 
fee is required. 

Please contact the undersigned with any questions or 
comments regarding this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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KOL I££H HART WELL , P . C . 




auren Barberena 
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520 S.W. Yamhill Street, 
Suite 200 

Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 224-6655 
Facsimile: (503) 295-6679 
Attorney for Applicant 
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